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Clooney, Zellweger to get keys to city of Greenville

By Lillia Callum-Penso
STAFF WRITER 
George Clooney and Renee Zellweger are coming back to Greenville.

The two "Leatherheads" stars will be downtown Thursday morning for an official ceremony during which both will receive keys to the city. The Greenville stop is the fourth on a "Whistle Stop Express" tour that also includes Maysville, Ky., Duluth, Minn., and Salisbury, N.C.

Officials with the film’s distribution company, Universal Pictures, confirmed the visit last week.

Clooney both directed and co-starred in the film, which was shot at numerous Upstate locales last winter, including Greer, Boiling Springs, Anderson, Greenville, Ware Shoals and Travelers Rest, as well as several places in North Carolina.

Clooney and Zellweger will be presented the keys to the city at 11 a.m. today at the Westin Poinsett Hotel. The event is open to the public. The historic hotel built in 1925 was home to both stars while they were in Greenville and also served as a one of the filming locations. A press conference is also planned. 

City Manager Jim Bourey said last week that through the movie, the two stars have been instrumental in bringing attention to the Greenville area. 

"It adds a level of interest that people have in coming here and in enjoying what the city has to offer," Bourey said. 

The city has reaped the economic benefits of hosting the big-budget film through food sales and hotel stays, he said. 

The South Carolina Film Commission estimated the film provided $2,075,336 in income in the state. 

"Leatherheads" opens nationally on April 4.

